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National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association
NEWS RELEASE
NIAAA Will Induct 2011 Hall of Fame Class
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                        
              Contact: Bruce Whitehead

The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association will induct its third Hall of Fame class on Tuesday evening, December 13, 2011 at the Marriott Hotel in Indianapolis, Indiana. The induction banquet will be held in conjunction with the National Athletic Directors Conference and the NIAAA’s annual meetings. 

The 2011 ceremony will induct a class of twelve individuals whose careers in athletic administration collectively total over three hundred and twenty-five years. The class inductees include Fred Balsamo, Connecticut, Robert Buckanavage, Pennsylvania, Priscilla Dillow, Indiana, Tom Frederick, Illinois, Alan Mallanda, New York, Herb Meyer, California, Bruce Miller, Nevada, Dr. Art Newcomer, Kansas, John Olson, Wisconsin, James Omps, Virginia, Martin Ryan, Maine and Barbara Twardus, Washington,.
Fred Balsamo, CMAA, retired from East Haven Public Schools in East Haven, Connecticut in 2007 after twenty-eight years in athletic administration. He served on the NIAAA Board of Directors and was its President in 1990. Mr. Balsamo also served the Connecticut Association of Athletic Directors as president during the 1988-89. He is currently the executive director of CAAD.  Robert Buckanavage retired in 1998 from Pennsbury School District in Pennsylvania after serving thirty-five years in education. Bob was selected as the first executive director of the Pennsylvania State Athletic Directors Association in 1989, a position he still holds. Bob has written numerous articles and made many presentations that have benefited athletic administrators in Pennsylvania and nationally. Priscilla Dillow, CMAA, retired in 2002 after thirty-four years of athletic administration at Ben Davis High School in Indianapolis. Pris was the first female president of the Indiana Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association and was the first female elected to the IHSAA board of directors. She is currently executive director of IIAAA. Thomas Frederick retired in 1989 after twenty-two years with the NFHS. Tom began his career in 1950 as the athletic director at Barrington High School in Illinois before moving to the Illinois High School Association in 1963. Tom was the driving force behind the forming of the NIAAA. Alan Mallanda, CMAA retired in 2003 having served as an administrator of athletics for thirty-three years in a number of New York schools. He served as president of the New York State Athletic Administrators Association in 1987 and served as NIAAA president 1993. Mallanda is currently the executive director of the NYSAAA, a position he has held for eleven years. Herb Meyer, CAA, retired in 2005 from El Camino High School after serving as an athletic administrator for twenty-five years at El Camino HS and Oceanside HS. Meyer has also been inducted into the NFHS Hall of Fame as an outstanding football coach. Dr. Bruce Miller, retired from school athletic administration in 1991 having served sixteen years as an athletic administrator and thirty-three years in education in Clark County, Nevada. Dr. Miller left a lasting legacy in Clark County athletics and served as President of the Nevada Athletic Directors Association. Dr. Art Newcomer, CAA, retired in 1995 after 30 years as an athletic administrator. He was the first athletic director at Shawnee Mission East HS. Art was one of the founding fathers of the NIAAA and served as secretary of the association for seventeen years. He was instrumental in the growth of the NIAAA throughout the ‘80’s and into the ‘90’s. Dr. John Olson, CMAA retired in 2002 after a forty-three year career in education at Madison, Wisconsin Schools and the University of Wisconsin. Olson assisted in developing the first CAA exam. He was a major contributor in the development of the NIAAA’s Leadership Training Institute and responsible for the writing of many of the courses in the LTI. James Omps, CAA, retired in 1995 after a twenty-eight year career as the athletic director at John Handley High School in Virginia. He was the fourth president of the Virginia Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association in 1979-81. He was a charter member of the NIAAA and served as chairperson of the Membership Service Committee for the NIAAA. Martin Ryan, CMAA, had a twenty-nine year career in athletic administration at Wells High School and Kennebunk High School retiring in 2009. Marty was president of the NIAAA in 2000.He was also president of the MIAAA in 1990-91. He is currently executive director of the MIAAA, a position he has held since 1994. Barbara Twardus, CAA retired in 1996 after a thirty-one year career in education twenty-three of those year’s in athletic administration with the Seattle School District. Of those twenty-three years in athletic administration, she was district director of athletics for fourteen years. Barb was one of the founders of the Washington Secondary School Athletic Administrators Association and of the NIAAA. She also served as president of WSSAAA and also president of the NIAAA in 1985. Barb is also a member of the NFHS Hall of Fame.
About the National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA)

The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA), headquartered in Indianapolis, is a professional leadership organization for high school and middle school athletic administrators. Since 1977 the NIAAA has been dedicated to providing interscholastic athletic administrators the professional development, resources and support that will assist in providing quality participation opportunities for students. The NIAAA believes that school programs are education-based and an extension of the classroom. Membership includes over 8,200 interscholastic athletic administrators as well as the 51 state athletic administrator associations and the province of Alberta, Canada. The Leadership Training Institute offers 35 instructional courses while the NIAAA offers three levels of athletic certification. The NIAAA publishes a professional journal, produces media materials and co-hosts a national conference annually. For more information, visit www.niaaa.org
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